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source of all tho reflex irritation present, and advised
in tho strongest terms that the doctor should have him
circumcised. Accordingly, he was taken home, and
this was done, as was thought, but, unfortunately, it
was performed in such an imperfect manner by the
surgeon who attempted it that it resulted in no per-
manent benefit ; for the prepuce was merely slit up
along the dorsum of the penis, while the mucous mem-
brane remained intact, and the glans was really never
uncovered. Yet immediately after the operation, in-
complete as it was, the stammering disappeared, and
the child for the first time in its life was ablo to speak
distinctly. The parents were delighted, and on account
of tho improvement which resulted so quickly theyfelt assured that their darling would soon be restored
to perfect health. But, alas, their hopes were short-
lived, and at the end of three months the child was as
bad in every respect as he was before. It was on ac-
count of this relapse that they camo to consult mo the
second time.
When 1 examined the penis I found that tho prepuce
was firmly adherent, ¡is before, and that there was a
long projecting piece of integument, which had beenleft by tho operation. You remember that I then in
your presence performed circumcision in the proper
manner, just as I have done to day, and as it ought tohave been done at first. When the glans was uncov-
ered, the father remarked that it was nearly twice as
large as it had been at the time of the first operation,
a few months ago ; which shows that its regular de-
velopment had been interfered with by the abnormally
narrow and constricted prepuce, four hours after the
operation I called to see the little patient at his hotel,just as the family wore on the point of leaving town,
and when I entered the room he immediately called
out to me, " How do you do, Dr. Sayre ? " in the most
unhesitating and distinct manner, and you will recol-lect that just before tho operation ho could hardly ar-
ticulate distinctly. Finally, 1 wish to bring back to
your minds to-day still another case, which was herejust before the physician's child, and which was of a
more aggravated character than either it or the one
operated on this morning. This was a boy from Nor-folk, Virginia, fourteen years of age, who had beenbrought to me first nearly two years previously, byDr. Norcom, of North Carolina. Up to that time hehad been supposed to be hopelessly idiotic ; while hehad never been able to feed himself, to speak an intel-
ligible word, to walk, or even to stand up, so that he
required the constant services of a nurse, both by day
and night. As I found, however, that, he was subject
to continual priapisin and that the prepuce was con-
stricted ami adherent, I believed there was still hope
for him, and, accordingly, performed circumcision.Directions having been given for the frequent manipu-
lation of the feeble muscles, and the application of elec-
tricity to them, in addition, he was sent home, with the
request that he should bo brought back to New York
about once in six months, so that I could observe the
progress in the case. From the first there has been a
gradual but altogether satisfactory improvement, and
for some time now he has been able to get about very
nicely with the assistance of a wheel-crutch ; while his
faculties seem to have become developed, and he is able
to speak with considerable facility. These cases, I
think, will be sufficient to convince you of the very
great importance of this matter ; and if the considera-
tion of them will enable auy of you to discover the real
cause of the phenomena presented by patients sufferingin this way, and to adopt the. proper method of treat-
ing them, I will not have talked in vain upon tho sub-ject.
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During the last twenty-five years great progresshas been made in the care of the insane. Asylums
are more comfortably built and furnished, and the pa-tients are better clothed and fed. This improved con-dition of affairs is cause for congratulation ; we should
not however rest here, for not only is there much more
work to be done in this direction, but tho considera-
tion and study of insanity as a science is still in itsinfancy. Having made our insane persons compara-
tively comfortable in material ways, we must next pro-
ceed to find out by definite, scientific methods the
nature of their disease, as well as its causes and treat-
ment. Among tho various methods of acquiring thisknowledgo I propose in this paper to briefly considerthe study of psychological medicine in medical schools
and insano hospitals.In medical schools in this country very little atten-
tion has been bestowed on the subject, and in Englandthe system is so imperfect that within the last, year apetition has been gotten up by prominent alienista ask-
ing that regular systematic instruction should be re-quired in medical colleges.The custom of giving lectures is becoming more
common in America, and this is an encouraging in-dication, but the importance of the subject is not fully
appreciated. The lectures given are good as far as
they go, but dwelling only on the forms and direct
treatment of insanity they can but very imperfectly
accomplish what should be their object. It must be
remembered that medical men are in some directions
the teachers of their patients, and are in a position
to guide and direct, and sometimes to form, the lives of
many of them. They see persons at the earliest periodof a threatened attack. Now by a correct knowledgeof the varied causes of insanity and an appreciation ofthe great interests at stake in preventing its manifesta-tions, they could wield an immense power in exercis-ing a wholesome moral treatment. There is frequently
a timo when a threatened attack can be averted, but
no one sees the indications of approaching trouble, no
moral control is exerted, and the disease goes on de-
veloping. If the physician were a student of charac-
ter, quick in his perceptions and in the habit of look-
ing for and correcting peculiarities of disposition or
character, he would at such a time take advantage of
an opportunity now often lost. To turn his thoughtsin this direction, a systematic course of training inpsychology would be of the greatest benefit, and it
should be taught as a fundamental branch in medical
schools. Particular attention should be given to the
metaphysical side of the subject, and our duty to theinsane from a moral point of view should not be for-
gotten. Students should have psychological text-books, go to compulsory recitations, pass an examina-
tion, and leave the medical school with some definite
knowledge on the subject. As au important part ofthis system of instruction would be the frequent visita-
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tion of an insane hospital and the clinical study of
cases, I hope the time is not far distant when each in-
sane hospital will have a certain number of internes.
They can occupy the same position as in general hos-pitals, and perform much of the drudgery which ab-
sorbs the time of assistant physicians. Such a posi-
tion would attract good men, if made desirable, as it
might be, and would do very much toward creating an
interest in physicians in the subject of hospital require-
ments. With the best judgment in the world, men
who are practically unacquainted with hospital details
cannot accurately comprehend such requirements. A
short residence occupied by active work will do more
to initiate a man into the peculiar workings of a hos-
pital than years of casual visits. I hold that a judi-
cious system of interne appointment would bring thepublic and hospital authorities nearer together, and re-
move the veil from some of the mysteries in which, in
consequence of our present system, some of our hospi-
tals are apparently shrouded.
The second subject which I propose to bring briefly
under consideration is, as stated above, the study of
insanity in insane hospitals. What might be called
the medical treatment of insanity is limited ; it consists
chiefly in meeting conditions as they arise, and apply-ing appropriate remedies. Moral treatment is what ispeculiarly demanded, and this necessitates a careful
study of each individual case and the bringing to bear
of the most varied influences. Medical men are apt to
be too overworked to have sufficient time to devote to
the patients individually. The medical staffs are all
too small, a fact partly due, no doubt, to the moderate
amount of medical care required. We find our super-
intendents, custodians of their patients, immersed inbusiness care-*, and with little time for medical duties.
The clinical and pathological study of cases they have
no opportunity to pursue. That they have the desire,
according to their individual bent for study, cannot bedoubted. For the better understanding of insanity,
therefore, our insane hospitals must have larger staffs,
thereby allowing the physicians the necessary time,
which they now lack. A spirit of enthusiasm and
rivalry, even, might eventually be instilled into hospital
men. For the study of the pathological development
of insanity our medical officers have not ye"t, as a ride,
sufficient education. There is no reason why they
should not have in the future the whole charge of this
subject, but ¡it present it can best be done by expertbrain pathologists. Brain pathology is still in its in-fancy, unsettled and unreliable. No matter how skep-
tical we may be as to its definite character, we should
not be satisfied until doubt is out of the question. It
may be said that on the whole most authorities regard
insanity as a disease of the brain, but no one can as yet
satisfactorily give the morbid appearances character-
istic of its different forms, and there is therefore still a
wide field open for original investigation. Now to
make examinations of the brain which will be valuable,
they should be conducted by a man very familiar, first,
witii natural brain histology, and, second, with the
pathological appearances resulting from all forms of
brain diseases. To this knowledge he should add the
rare accomplishment of a thoroughly trained micros-
copist, and have unlimited patience and plenty of time
to make examinations which are often laborious and
fatiguing. Without this knowledge, without this train-
ing, his results may not be absolutely worthless, for allhonest labor has a certain value, but as soientißc results
they will not be reliable, and hence for all practical
purposes useless. Anything short of such work canhave no real scientific value. Amateur autopsies in
insane hospitals are now occasionally reported, but
even these are uncommon, and in some cases no mi-
croscopical ' examinations have been made, and the
most trivial points have been unduly magnified.If it were possible, each hospital might have for a
certain length of time a special pathologist, who could
make systematic examinations, found a pathological
cabinet, establish good records, and give the medical
officers instruction. In Massachusetts the followingplan might be adopted : A man with the necessary high
qualifications being found, he could bo appointed statepathologist at a good salary for five years. Each of
these years he could live at one of the hospitals, grad-
ually establishing a uniform system of carrying onpathological investigations. His first year could bedevoted to one hospital, where he would inauguratehis system. Having established his system in this hos-
pital, the second year ho could move to another, retain-ing general charge of the pathological work in the firsthospital. At the end of five years the system would
be established on a firm footing, and the pathologist's
services might or might not be dispensed with. So
much time is now devoted to pathology at medical
schools that in the future a knowledge of this subject
might be considered a necessity in applying for insanehospital positions.
RECENT PROGRESS IN URINARY SURGERY
BY T. B. CURTIS, M. D.
POLYURIA ACCOMPANYING AFFECTIONS OF THE
BLADDER AND URETHRA-
In certain diseases of the urinary organs which come
under the care of the surgeon the amount of urine se-
creted is liable to be largely increased. The polyuria
observed in such cases constitutes an important symp-
tom, which often adds considerably to the sufferings ofthe patient, and sometimes obscures the diagnosis ofthe primary disease. It seems, however, to have al-
most wholly escaped attention, until brought to lightby Professor Guyon, of Paris, in his clinical lectures,
and more particularly in the essays recently publishedby two of his pupils, Masson 1 and Jean.2
The diseases in the course of which polyuria is apt
to occur are the following : stone in the bladder occa-
sionally causes it ; ureihral stricture is still more apt
to do so ; it may also accompany tuberculosis of the
prostate and bladder; most frequently, however, byfar it results from obstructive hypertrophy of the pros-
tate. The daily total quantity of water passed in such
cases is, on an average, about double the normal
amount, varying from two to five quarts or more. The
urine is sometimes quite clear and colorless, but more
often it is whitish and slightly turbid, looking as if alittle milk had been added to it. The reaction is neu-
tral or alkaline, and decomposition is apt to take ¡dace
rapidly after emission, with formation of abundant
crystals of triple phosphate. The specific gravity is
low, ranging from 1005 to 1010, rarely reaching 1015.
1 Dr. No\l=e"\l Masaon. De la Polyurie dans quelques Affections chi-
rurgicales des Voies urinaires. Paris, 1878.2 Dr. Alfred Jean. De la R\l=e'\tention incompl\l=e`\eto d'Urine, etc.Paris, 1879.
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